


ARMS AND THE MAN

end with his letting a chain down wi

_ witha clank, followed b
;’f f;ﬁvyfoot{tepj and a din of triumphant y{/ﬁr U:z'wjmig;:;’[;f
,;j;;, ‘e})V tﬁzetvcoizce @‘h('fa:tfzerine, indignantly addre;:n'ng an officer
at does this mean, sir? < /

The noise subsides Jua’dfnr};]r e eslimow i yon et
LOUKA [outside, knocking at the bedroom door]

lady! get up quick and
break 1t doii,g' open the door. If you d
The fugitive throws up his head with the gesture of a man

Who sees that it is all over with him, and drops the manner he has

beern assy ming to intimidate Raina.

THE MAN [sincerely and kindly) No use, dear: I;m done for

[Flinging the ¢l i
COmii—g_g ¢ cloak to her] Quick! wrap yourself up: theyre

rAINA. Oh, thank b with i
il ank you. [Ske wraps herself up with intense
THE MAN [between his teeth] Dont ion i |
RAINA [anxiously] What will you Ic?c?.;mon -
o tgHE MAN [grcfiz'm[y] The first man in w
ie way; and dont look. It wont last long: but it w
be nice. [He a’mwx.ﬁix sabre and faces the dcc):zg)w;;il; ‘]WIH -
RAINA [impulsively) Tl help you. I'll save vo =
THE MaN. You cant. =

_ RaINA. I can. I'll hide ; :
window). Here! behind the C):f;gﬁ[ifle drags him towards the
THE MAN [yielding to } : .
S he.—i{, g to her Thert:SJust half a chance, if you

RAINA [drawing th : .
for the ottoman). 11§ the curtain before him) S-sh! [She makes

THE MAN [putting out his head) Remember—
RAINA [running back to him] Yes? e
THE MAN. —nine soldiers out of ten are
born fools.
BATRA. Oh! [5}1‘8 draws the curtain angrily béy‘oreo.’;m]
THE MAN [looking out at the other side] If they find me, 1

My lady!my
ont they will

ill find out. Keep out

promise you a fight: a devil of a fight.

She stamps at him. He disappears hastily. She takes off her

cloak, and throws it across the Jootof the bed. Then, with a sleepy
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ARMS AND THE MAN
disturbed air, she opens the door. Louka enters excitedly.

LoUka. One of those beasts of Serbs has been seen climb-
ing up the waterpipe to your balcony. Our men want to
search for him; and they are so wild and drunk and furious.
[She makes for the other side of the room to get as far. from the door
as possible]. My lady says you are to dress at once, and to—
[She sees the revolver lying on the ottoman, and stops, petrified).

RAINA [as if annoyed at being distrubed] They shall not
search here. Why have they been letin?

CATHERINE [comingin hastily|Raina,darling:are yousafe?
Have you seen anyone or heard anything? '

raina. I heard the shooting. Surely the soldiers will not
dare come in here? '

caTHERINE. | havefounda Russian officer, thank Heaven:
he knows Sergius. [Speaking through the door to someone out-
side] Sir: will you come in now. My daughter will receive

ou.
' A young Russianofficer,in Bulgarianuniform, enters,sword
in hand.

OFFICER [with soft feline politeness and stiff military car-
riage] Good evening, gracious lady. I am sorry to intrude;
but there is a Serb hiding on the balcony. Will you and
the gracious lady your mother please to withdraw whilst we
search?

raINa [ petulantly] Nonsense, sir: you can see that there
is no one on the balcony. [Ske throws the shutters wide open
and stands with her back to the curtain where the man is hidden,
pointing to the moonlit balcony. A couple of shots are fired right
under the window; and a bullet shatters the glass opposite Raina,
who winks and gasps, but stands her ground; whilst Catherine
screams, and the officer, with a cry of Take care! rushes to the
balcony.

THE OFFICER [0 the balcony, shouting savagely down to the
street] Cease firing there, you fools: do you hear? Cease fir-
ing, damn you! [He glares down for a moment; then turns 1o
Raina, trying toresume his polite manner). Could anyone have
got in without your knowledge? Were you asleep?
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